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MERTON COUNCIL
PUTTING YOU FIRST

Check out the website: www.southparkgardens.org

Everyone enjoyed a fortnight of celebration when the 
Gardens re-opened in June. We were extremely lucky 
with the weather and the sun shined on each of the 
5 events. Since then the Gardens has seen many 
more people come in to enjoy the lovely atmosphere 
and tranquillity, not to mention the new planting and 
fabulous new benches.
For a while the park had the quality of a continental 
piazza with the aroma of fresh coffee. Unfortunately the 
coffee man was unable to continue to provide a daily 
service, but will be back for events. We have learned 
a lot from his trial period and are looking into ways of 
offering refreshments to park users. We are open to any 
ideas that local service providers may have.
There are some ongoing works being carried out this 
autumn. The fountain has been repaired, extra grass 
seed is being sown and new kick rails, fencing and 
extra benches are being installed. We are hoping to 
install hot air hand dryers in the toilets.

A Celebratory Summer

Benches
The first sponsored benches have had their plaques installed and we are 
taking enquiries from other people who would like to have one dedicated 
to a loved one. The money raised from bench donations goes straight 
back into the park for further improvements. The Friends volunteers are 
continuing to raise more funds and will sponsor some of the benches – 
that’s on top of putting £20,000 into the Gardens’ restoration.

Next year’s events
The Friends of South Park Gardens are organising another full programme of events in 2010, 
including the welcome return of the Easter Egg Hunt on 28th March, together with some new 
events. As always, we are looking for new volunteers to help us run these events. Do come and 
join in; you’ll be amazed at how much fun it can be. It is a wonderful way to get to know your 
neighbours and help bring the community together. Contact Jil Hall for details.
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Spooky Hallowe’en Treasure Hunt

This year we have a new event – a Spooky 
Hallowe’en Treasure Hunt. Children from as 
young as 2 to 12 can come and win prizes in 
the Gardens from 5pm - 6pm on Saturday 
31st October. Torches will be provided and 
spooky clues will lead them to the treasure. 

* * * * * * * * *  NEW EVENT * * * * * * * * *

Wood needed: we will need donations of wood to help us build our bonfire. If you have any real 
wood to spare (not chipboard) or, even better, if you know where you can get surplus pallets (these 
burn really well) from local factories, industrial estates etc, just bring it to the Gardeners’ compound 
on either of the 2 weekends before 7 Nov. or ring Jil Hall to arrange a time on 07742 633760.

User survey
A user survey was carried out on Tuesday 29th September. This is an annual survey which shows 
us how the Gardens are being used. The Heritage Lottery Fund and London Borough of Merton find 
this information useful for future planning. A summary of the results will be posted on the notice board. 
We also collected comments about the restoration from park users and this will be analysed and your 
suggestions and views will be taken into account wherever possible. Thank you to everyone who took 
part and to the volunteers who gave up their time to carry out the survey.

This event is being organised by Friends of South Park Gardens – a regis-
tered charity working for the restoration and improvement of the Gardens 
for the benefit of the local community.

To join Friends of South Park Gardens or to renew your membership for 
the year 2009 to 2010, please complete the form below.   
 
Please consider using Giftaid and for every £1 you give us, we can claim 
an extra 28p from the Inland Revenue. To qualify you must pay enough 
UK tax to cover the amount reclaimed.

To contact FSPG:
Email: jil_hall@hotmail.com 
Or by post to:
FSPG, c/o YMCA, The Broadway, Wimbledon, SW19 1RY.

If you would like to pay annually by standing order, just ask us for a form. 

  

Friends of South Park Gardens
present

Invitation sponsored by Ellisons Estate Agents
Registered charity no. 1097483

Saturday 7th November 2009
5:00 – 6:30pm

Friends of South Park Gardens

Name

Address and Post code

Tel    Email

Subscription enclosed - membership is £5 per person (£10 per couple)

New Membership(s)   No.   £

Renewal(s)    No.   £
 
Giftaid    Yes/No

Signature      Date

Fireworks and Bonfire Party 
Saturday 7th November is the date of our 
ever popular Fireworks and Bonfire Party. 
With hotdogs and burgers, mulled wine, 
glowsticks and a huge bonfire, it is expected 
to be a sell out as usual. Aimed at families 
with small children, its low noise fireworks 
and small-scale friendly atmosphere; it is a 
great alternative to huge public displays.

REF: 053074


