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Check out the website: www.southparkgardens.org

We are delighted to report that South Park 
Gardens has won silver Safer Parks Award.  
This is an initiative by the Mayor of London 
which recognises organisations and local 
communities that, working in partnership, have 
identified a concern and can demonstrate 
successful action (based on public perception 
and measurable results) in reducing anti-social 
behaviour, crime and perception of crime 
and safety in their local park. This recognises 
the work done by The Friends of South Park 
Gardens, working with Merton Council and the 
Heritage Lottery Fund to install railings and 
restore the Gardens, leading to a significant 
reduction in crime and anti-social behaviour 
in the Gardens and an improved perception of 
safety by park users.

Easter Egg Hunt
The Easter Egg Hunt will take place at 

3pm on Sunday 17th April.
There will be 
activities for children 
up to around 7/8 
years old, and the 
Easter Bunny will be 
there of course.

We are delighted 
to announce that 
this event will again 
be generously 
sponsored by 
Ellisons Estate 
Agents.

Turn up on the day – no tickets in advance. 

Safer Parks Award

Parks Locking
The Friends of South 
Park Gardens are 
delighted to announce 
that the Council has agreed 
to continue locking the Gardens for 
2011/12. There was obvious concern that 
leaving the Gardens open at night might 
make it a target for vandalism and late night 
revelling.

The Council has agreed further substantial 
cuts to the parks budget which will have a 
direct impact on the Gardens. The Friends 
are meeting with cabinet member Andrew 
Judge to discuss the changes to how the 
Gardens are maintained and managed. We 
will keep you informed of any decisions.
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Events 2011 
There is another full programme of events in the Gardens this year. This list will be posted 
on the website and on park noticeboards. As ever we will be looking for volunteers to help 
organise and run these events – so do get involved and contact Jil Hall on 07742 633760 or 
email jil.hall@merton.gov.uk to add your name to the list. (this list is subject to change).

Sunday 17th April Easter Egg Hunt

Wednesday 11th May FSPG AGM

Sunday 5th June Annual Picnic in the Park (inc the Big Lunch)

Friday 24th June Over 60s’ Cream Tea

Wednesday 13th July Teddy Bears’ Picnic – aimed at pre-schoolers

Saturday 10th September Wildlife Trail

Thursday 29th September User Survey

Saturday 5th November Fireworks & Bonfire Party

Saturday 26th November Christmas Sale

The Friends of South Park 
Gardens’ Annual Picnic 
incorporating The Big Lunch
This year’s annual picnic is taking 
place on Sunday 5th June and 
will incorporate The Big Lunch. It 
will include many elements of our 
traditional picnic – bouncy castle, 
races, tug of war, home made cakes 
and tea, Pimms and tombola. However 
this year we will also be making more 
effort to get neighbours together to 
share food and get to know each other. 
For more information about The Big 
Lunch go to: www.thebiglunch.com

Invitations will be delivered door to 
door in May; this is a ticketed event.

User Survey 2011 
We were delighted to record that on the day 
the user survey was carried out at the end of 
September 2010, over 1,000 park visits were 
made to South Park Gardens. Many of these 
visits (approximately one third) were people 
simply passing through on their way to the 
station, shops or schools, but relaxation, playing 
games, exercise and walking the dog were also 
popular reasons for visiting. Nearly half the 
people visiting (41%) were accompanied by 
children of all ages, many under 5 years old.
150 additional comments were made of which 
130 were overwhelmingly positive. Negative 
comments have been noted and in some cases, 
action can be taken on the points raised.
Full report can be found on the website –  
www.southparkgardens.org
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