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KIOSK

The Friends of South Park Gardens will again be organising our celebrated
annual fireworks and bonfire event on Saturday 3rd November. This is a
family friendly event with a low noise display designed for families with
young children. This is an incredibly popular event and always sells out.
This year it is members only. To buy tickets, you must be a confirmed
and paid up member of the Friends by 15th September. Household
membership is only £5. But if you don’t sign up, you will miss out on
this exciting and well-loved event. Make sure you qualify for these very
sought-after tickets by joining online at www.southparkgardens.org.
Attractions include: a great firework display, music, bonfire, high quality
hot dogs and burgers, local draught beer, mulled wine, homemade soup
and cakes, glow sticks to buy – all at very reasonable prices. This is our
big fundraising event; please do come and support the Friends.
As always, we welcome offers of help with organisation before the
event, on the day and even to help clear up the next day! We are also
looking for unpainted and untreated wood for the bonfire. Can you help?
Please email friendsofsouthparkgardens@gmail.com and let us know
how you would like to be a part of this fantastic event.

JOIN FSPG TODAY
www.southparkgardens.org

The Friends are absolutely delighted to welcome
new operators of the kiosk in our pavilion building,
Bliss in the Park. This is a family-run business
which currently owns and manages Bliss Coffee
Shop on the Broadway. Chris, Chloe and their
team have already hit the ground running with
a fabulous menu and some delicious coffee and
cake.
There are new opening hours for the summer:
7.30am – 7pm, but they will close earlier as the
nights draw in. This means that the toilets will be
open from 7am.
We do hope you will all support this fabulous
new venture and make them feel welcome here.
They are providing art activities for children,
water for dogs, food to cater for all and service
with a smile.

NEw trustees Wanted
The Friends of South Park Gardens is a registered
charity, run by a small team of dedicated
volunteers and trustees. We’re currently looking
for new trustees. You don’t need any special
skills or experience to become a trustee - just an
interest in South Park Gardens and the time to
attend regular trustee meetings.
If you’re interested, please get in touch at
friendsofsouthparkgardens@gmail.com.
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gardening club

Our Gardening Club does a great job helping the gardeners from idverde keep the Gardens looking so good, by doing the
extra weeding and planting that supports the day to day maintenance. In addition, they have cultivated a ‘secret’ garden to the
rear of the building and this year we had a bumper crop of strawberries, tomatoes and peas (amongst others). The attendees
to the picnic and our Over 60s cream teas were able to eat the strawberries, and everyone was amazed at how tasty they
were.
If anyone would like to join the Gardening Club, please contact us at friendsofsouthparkgardens@gmail.com.

Room Hire
On the back of this newsletter you can see some information about many of the activities that take place in our Garden Room.
From Pilates to Calligraphy, Reading Groups to art classes and painting pots; there is something for everyone. Our room is
available to hire at very reasonable rates. To find out more about it, please contact us at friendsofsouthparkgardens@gmail.
com.

Available for babies 6 weeks old and older.

Did you know it only costs £5 per household
to be a member of Friends of South Park Gardens?
Show your support for your favourite local park
join us today!
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GM9CVKY
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Events 2018
Fireworks
Saturday 3rd November, 4:45 - 7pm
See cover for further details

Christmas Carols
Saturday 8th December, 4 - 6:30pm
Carol singing event in conjunction with
Holy Trinity and Priory Schools.

Community Room Events
•

Taichi Qigong with Brett Drinkwater
Monday mornings 10-12am

•

Core Restore with Georgia Lennard
Tuesday mornings 9.15am

•

Taichi for Pain Relief and Wellbeing
Wednesday mornings 10-11am

•

Art Class with Nick Wyatt
Thursday mornings 9.30am

•

Baby Massage with Magda
Friday mornings 10am

•

Pilates with Sophie Russell
Friday mornings 11.15am

•

Japanese Reading Group w/ Kumiko
Saturday mornings from 12.30pm

•

Calligraphy Class with Helene Thion
Saturday afternoons from 3.30pm or
1.30pm
And on the weekends of 15/16th and
22/23rd September we are hosting
art exhibitions for the Merton Arts
Festival

•

2018 Annual Picnic
Our annual picnic this year was a huge
success with more people attending than
ever before. The Melodians provided a
great range of popular music in their own
inimitable style. We had a huge array of
home made cakes which were served
with tea at 4 o’clock and the traditional
races and tug of war were as popular as
ever. The bar was busy serving beer from
Signal Brewery and Pimms No 1. We
were lucky with the weather as the sun
shone all day.
Many thanks to the Melodians and to
Ellisons estate agents for sponsoring the
event.
We have many photographs taken by
Karin Pringsheim on the day - copies are
available at www.karinpringsheim.co.uk.

Putney & Wimbledon Brass Band
We were delighted to welcome into South Park Gardens the Putney and
Wimbledon Brass Band on Saturday 11th August. They played a selection
of music – some traditional, some contemporary – their version of Bohemian
Rhapsody was stunning. Everyone enjoyed listening to them in the
sunshine. We hope to be able to have them back in 2019.

We are also host to regular Paint Pot
Parties with Bini Slingsby - great art
activities for children.
We are currently hosting children from
the local Hindu temple rehearsing for
Diwali celebrations.
The Garden Pavilion is also used by the
Friends for Over 60s cream teas and for
preparations for our events.

Friends of South Park Gardens
Local people working to restore, protect and improve South Park Gardens
Registered Charity No: 1162459
www.southparkgardens.org
friendsofsouthparkgardens@gmail.com

Walk’n’Talk in Wimbledon
This is a great new activity, particularly aimed at older people,
where groups of people take gentle walks around their local
area. On the way they find out more information about that
area and have plenty of topics to talk about. A walk leader
guides the group walk and unlocks quiz questions via a QR
code at check points along the way.
South Park Gardens will be one of the destinations en route
and the Friends are very pleased to be involved with this
exciting new project. If you would like to know more about
this, please contact the Walk’n’Talk project officer, Colette
Walton, on either 07450 168721 or colette@oomphwellness.
org.uk.

Green Flag
Yet again South Park Gardens has been awarded a
prestigious Green Flag Award. This is awarded to parks which
have achieved the highest standards as judged by specialist
assessors. Criteria include: accessibility, cleanliness, being a
welcoming place, facilities and horticultural excellence.
Special recognition should go to Tom Kilduff and his team and
to all at idverde, Merton Council Green Spaces team and the
Gardening Club.

South Park Gardens’ most
successful Sales & Lettings Agents
Contact us for a free valuation on

020 8944 9494

Supporting South Park Gardens for 30 years

www.ellisons.uk.com

 Are you interested in finding out
more about your local community?
 Supporting a local charity that
provides information on local
venues and events?
 Writing articles about local events
or volunteering in other capacities?

@wimblecomm

 Find out more at our updated and
ever expanding website at:
https://wimbledoncommunity.org/
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