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Spring is finally here!
We hope you have been enjoying the Gardens now that spring is bringing
warmth and colour back into our lives. We are grateful to our gardeners,
Tom and James for their hard work and the flower beds, which everyone
loves. The Gardening Club have been active as you’ll see later on and we
really appreciate all they do to improve and maintain the Gardens.
Chris at Bliss in the Park has been operating the kiosk all through the
winter and continues to surprise us with her delicious food and drinks.
She is always cheerful and welcoming and has sent this kind message.

A Message from Chris at Bliss in the Park
When I think of community I think of South Park Gardens.
I’ve been super overwhelmed by the love, kindness, compassion and
support you have all shown. Thank you so much!
‘Bliss In The Park’ is launching a weekday Lunchtime home delivery
service, offering Healthy Salads and Superfood Smoothies.
Follow facebook.com/blissinthepark for more up to date menus and
announcements.
Love Chris x

Spring 2021

Taking Care of the Gardens
Please help us take care of the Gardens so
everyone can enjoy them
You may have noticed the many signs asking
people to stay off the flower beds and the
orange fencing around some areas. While it
is absolutely wonderful to see the Gardens
so loved and used, we have noticed that
plants, shrubs and trees are getting trampled
and broken, hence the signs and fencing.
This is a plea to support our efforts to keep
the Gardens beautiful for everybody and stop
children from going on the flower beds and
breaking branches off shrubs and trees.
Can we also ask people to take their litter
away with them if the bins are full. Bags left
by the side of the bins constitute flytipping
and they will be broken into by the wildlife.
Pizza boxes and other take away food
packaging should be taken home; we simply
do not have enough bin space for them. The
Merton Council enforcement team regularly
patrol the Gardens and will issue on the spot
fines if they see people leaving litter. Thank
you so much!

Dogs and Foxes
There has been a huge increase in the
number of dogs (especially puppies) in the
Gardens over the last year. Most owners are
responsible but others are not! Dogs must be
kept under control at all times and on a lead.
Please make sure you carry several spare
bags for dog waste and use them!
We have received complaints about food
being left in the Gardens for foxes, especially
around the perimeter. As a result foxes are
being drawn to the Gardens in increasing
numbers, leaving their waste on the ground,
which is dangerous to children as it contains
parasites. Please do not feed the foxes!
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Events and Garden Pavilion
We were disappointed that we could not hold the Easter Egg Hunt this year but delighted that so many colourful posters were
brought to the kiosk by our young visitors. In return for allowing us to display them in the Garden Pavilion, each child received
a chocolate bunny. Unfortunately we couldn’t put them all in our newsletter but here are a few examples.

We have made the difficult decision not to hold our much loved Fireworks event this year. We could not commit to what is a
very complex event involving over 100 volunteers with all the uncertainties that exist. The Summer Picnic will also not take
place in its usual form but we are hoping to arrange some small and informal social events in the Gardens instead. The
Garden Pavilion will remain closed for bookings for the time being but we are regularly reviewing the situation.

Police Engagement

Plan Wimbledon

On Tuesday 20th April 2021 Trinity Safer Neighbourhood
Team alongside the Wimbledon Town Centre Team worked
collaboratively with new police recruits, currently in their initial
period of learning for their new career in policing. The day
spent with the new recruits saw us all engaging with the local
community and, in particular, a weapons sweep in South
Park Gardens was conducted. On this occasion, no weapons
were found, however, overall it was a good productive day for
all concerned.

We have been contacted by PlanWimbledon, a crosscommunity group formed by local people to prepare a
neighbourhood plan. Once adopted, this will help to guide
decisions on planning applications. It will cover issues like
housing, green spaces, building standards, materials and
design.
Merton Council is currently consulting on PlanWimbledon’s
application to be designated as a neighbourhood forum for the
Wimbledon area. The trustees have decided to publicise this
organisation and the important consultation currently taking
place. We are concerned about the increasing amount of
development in Wimbledon and the impact this will inevitably
have on South Park Gardens. We would urge everyone to
look at the website and respond to the consultation. The
deadline for taking part in the consultation is 23 May 2021.
Find out more: planwimbledon.org

Friends of South Park Gardens
Registered Charity No: 1162459
Local people working to restore, protect and improve South Park Gardens

www.southparkgardens.org
friendsofsouthparkgardens@gmail.com

Gardening Club Update
The Gardening Club has been very busy over the last year. We planted thousands of bulbs, tulips, alliums and daffodils in the
autumn and we are very much looking forward to the blaze of colour. The circle outside the kiosk is being transformed into a
wildflower meadow; there was lots of preparatory work in the autumn and the seed was sown in March. We would love people
to take pictures as the meadow starts to grow.
New projects underway include creating a winter border along the Kings Road boundary. We are also transforming the bed
just outside the gardener’s compound into a raised bed using railway sleepers. We have already built the wall and are now
working on the plants. We are also investing in improving the soil quality in the big flower beds, adding to the planting, splitting
plants to create new areas of planting in the borders around the edge of the gardens and weeding and watering!
We are pretty much always in the gardens on Sunday mornings. If you would be interested in joining us, just stop for a chat
or message 07720322858. No previous experience required.

Financial Update

Green Spaces Manager

There has been a huge drop in our income over the last year
due to our usual events not being held and the Garden Pavilion
being closed for bookings. We received some money from
membership and donations and a refund from our insurers.
However, we have adequate financial reserves and are in
the process of obtaining quotations for the redecoration of
the benches, kick rails and possibly the railings. The Council
is obtaining quotations for repairs to the pathways and has
some funds available.

We were sorry to hear that Doug Napier has retired as
Green Spaces Manager for Merton Council. We have had an
excellent working relationship with Doug and his team over
many years and he has been supportive of everything we’ve
achieved. Doug was involved with us in the restoration of the
Gardens and the building of the Pavilion. We wish him a very
happy retirement!
We are always keen to recruit more volunteers and trustees
so please get in touch if you are interested.
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