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Please Join our
20th Anniversary
Celebrations
We are excited to announce that on Sunday 26th June
a summer picnic will take place in South Park Gardens
to celebrate the formation of the Friends in 2002. Over
the last 20 years what started as a small group of friends
and neighbours has become a substantial charitable
organisation with an important role in the Gardens and
in the local community. We have an exciting story to tell
of how it all began and what we have achieved along the
way. There will be a Friends tent with items on display
such as the various awards we have won, details of the
restoration and photographs of the Gardens over the
years. Trustees and other members of the Friends will be
available to explain what we do and we hope to recruit
more members and volunteers.

Spring 2022

Life Saving Defibrillator in
South Park Gardens
We are pleased to announce the arrival of a life saving
defibrillator in South Park Gardens. It is situated on the
side of the pavilion next to the kiosk facing Kings Road. We
made a donation to DIPPS (Defibrillators In Public Places)
and they provided the defibrillator. Merton Council worked
with us to install the device and it is now available to save
lives. The defibrillator is suitable for use on children as well
as adults and is fully accessible to everyone, not just people
who are specifically trained. For more information on the
important work carried out by DIPPS , visit their website.

Chris at Bliss in the Park will be offering food with a taste
of Mauritius. There will be meat, fish and vegan options
with mouth-watering side dishes and salads, fresh
coconut water and papaya fruit salad. There will be no pre
booking of food so arrive early to avoid disappointment.
Further details can be found here.
The Melodians Steel Orchestra will be performing and
there will be a bar selling beer, Pimms and soft drinks.
In the afternoon we will be serving tea and cakes. If you
would like to donate a cake for this important celebration
or volunteer to help, please email us. The event will begin
around midday and go on until the late afternoon but we
will need help setting up and putting everything away.
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Over 60s Cream Teas

The Friends of South Park Gardens
invite over 60s park users to two
Cream Tea events:
1) Friday 10th June at 2.30 – 4.30pm
2) Thursday 7th July at 2.30 – 4.30pm
In the Garden Pavilion.
Please email your RSVP to friendsofsouthparkgardens@gmail.com

Garden Room For Hire
This lovely community space is available for
hire for a variety of activities, including:
Yoga, Pilates, craft activities, painting,
community
meetings,
book
groups,
rehearsals, language lessons, company
awaydays, group meetings and much more.
For more details go to the Friends’ website:
www.southparkgardens.org
or email the Friends at:
friendsofsouthparkgardens@gmail.com
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Gardening Club Win Award

On Sunday 24th April Stephen Hammond MP presented Rachel Tilford and other members of Gardening Club with a
certificate and gift in recognition of the real difference they made to the local community during the pandemic. Here is his
message: “It was fantastic to hear how your activities ensured that the Gardens continued to flourish through the pandemic,
creating a peaceful space for local people to visit during these difficult times. I was also impressed to hear that you designed
and created a wildflower meadow close to the Garden Pavilion. On behalf of all the residents of Wimbledon, can I thank you
and your volunteers for your selfless hard work, which I know has made a huge difference to so many people.”
We are never short of volunteers on a Sunday morning at 10.30am whether to plant, dig or water. But we are always happy
to welcome new faces and it’s a great way to get to know members of our local community.
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Bench Refurbishment
We are delighted with the benches that have been refurbished by Barry Dunning and his team from Mr Picketts. The Friends
have organised and paid for the refurbishment as part of our regeneration plan for the Gardens.

Ellisons Sponsorship
We are pleased to announce that Ellisons estate agents have kindly agreed to again
sponsor our events in the Gardens. We held a very successful Easter Egg Hunt in
April and everyone enjoyed themselves. In addition, Ellisons have agreed to offer 10%
discount on their normal fees to members of the Friends of South Park Gardens. For
a free, no obligation Sales or Lettings Valuation, please contact 020 8944 9494 or
wimbledon@ellisons.uk.com

Volunteers
As we resume our programme of activities, we cannot deliver these without the help of volunteers. In particular, we need
help with planning, setting up gazebos, tables and chairs on the day, helping on the bar, refreshment stalls and tidying
up afterwards. This is a great opportunity to get involved in the activities of the Friends and would also provide valuable
experience for those undertaking DofE. A full briefing will always be provided. Please email friendsofsouthparkgardens@
gmail.com
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